[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]




                                                                             




THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 12			02/14/2016			Issue 7





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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   To approve the things that are excellent, our minds must be trained to recognize the excellence of those things that are excellent by God's standards. So Paul says that we must grow "in knowledge and all discernment." Just as an art critic must learn how to recognize artistic greatness when he sees it, we must learn how to recognize the greatness of that which is morally and spiritually excellent when we come in contact with it. Day by day, our judgment must come to coincide more closely with God's, so that the things we approve of are the same things that He approves of. Spiritually speaking, our tastes must be refined.


   David did not discover a way of life that was acceptable to God without learning to think in ways that were acceptable to Him. And neither will we make much progress in our spiritual quest if we don’t send our standards of acceptability to His school of excellence. May our very meditations be acceptable in God’s sight!


Grant me grace, O merciful God, to desire ardently all that is pleasing to�thee, to examine it prudently, to acknowledge it truthfully, and to�accomplish it perfectly, for the praise and glory of thy name. Amen.


Thomas Aquinas


(Word Point – Gary Henry)





Can you imagine what Moses gave up when he chose to be counted with his Hebrew brothers instead of his Egyptian foster family? Adopted into the royal household of the greatest nation in the world, he had been raised in an environment of privilege that few have ever known. He was “educated in all the learning of the Egyptians…a man of power in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22). One ancient historian asserts that Moses was skilled in arithmetic, geometry, music, language, literature, astronomy, and much more (Philo, On the Life of Moses 1:23). Another claims that he even commanded the Egyptian armies in battle against Ethiopia (Josephus, Antiquities 2.10.2).


 


But Moses left it all behind, “choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.” Surely that choice was not an easy one. Whether or not Philo and Josephus are correct, we can be certain that Moses gave up an awful lot in the way of earthly things. He chose rags over riches, persecution over power. He turned his back on the only life he had ever known. He “forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king.” Why? Because he regarded “the 


   








Matthew 10:34-37). But faith sees beyond the suffering to the glory that awaits. Faith does not fear ridicule, loss, persecution, or even death, because none of those things can take away the hope to which it clings.


 


“And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, ‘I believed and therefore I spoke,’ we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you…Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:13-18)


__________________________





Are not five sparrows sold for two pence? and not one of them is forgotten in the sight of God. 


 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not: ye are of more value than many sparrows. 





(Luke 12:6-7)








Faith Sacrifices Without Fear


By Jeff Himmel


“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen” (Hebrews 11:24-27).








reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt…For he looked to the reward…For he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.”





Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). The image of taking up a cross conveyed one message: suffering. Like Moses, our decision to follow the Lord means making sacrifices. Yet by faith we make those sacrifices willingly, having chosen what is real and lasting over “the passing pleasures of sin.” By faith we make those sacrifices without fear, because we trust in what we cannot see. That is how Stephen could endure death (Acts 7:54f), how Paul endured imprisonment, and how others of old endured terrible persecution (see Hebrews 11:35-38).





Some years ago I baptized a young lady named Karen. She had been raised a Lutheran, and after she was converted her parents all but disowned her. It hurt her deeply, but Karen patiently carried that cross, “considering the reproach of Christ greater riches.” If we choose to follow Jesus, it will involve times of hardship, trial, and sorrow. Even our own families may turn against us (see 








Aspiring To Be Acceptable


Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)


  The prospect of being acceptable to God can act upon us with great force. But if we wish the words of our mouth and the meditation of our heart to be acceptable to Him, we must redefine what is acceptable to us. We must learn to love the same things that He loves, conforming ourselves to His character


   The lives we end up with are determined, to a large extent, by the things we aim for. For this reason, the things we aim for should be carefully considered. Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi, "And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God" (Philippians 1:9-11). Isn't this the great goal that should entice us and attract our minds? Isn't learning to "approve the things that are excellent" the key to all the other progress we wish to make?


				Cont on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Ron Wood to have second heart cath Tuesday


 Nancy Wood; Dion Clarks mother; 


Mary Scott; recovering from knee surgery:


Donna Simmons and her mother, both are 


fighting cancer .Annette Rogers; June Guyton; 


Donny Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s mother; 


Donnie Harper; Debbie Adams’ mother. 


 Harvene Vandergrift; Rhonda Ditter and her


 battle with cancer;  Donna Jo Nash daughter 


of Sis. Jo Sadler and mother of Deanna and 


Debra; now recouping at home; Remember the


Gilbert and Douthitt family in your prayers. 


 Wayne Eastes’ dad suffered a stroke and is in a


 Coma. Remember all of our little ones.


Ansley Miles will have eye surgery soon.


Some who worshiped here in the past request our


Prayers: Ross Statham thyroid surgery 


Melissa Holmes, breast cancer; Melinda 


Hampson, suffered several broken bones in auto


wreck, required spinal surgery.


____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Dennis Jones 


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper—Aaron Harward 


   Asst. 1-----Roger Pink 


   Asst. 2-----Jeff Lentz


   Asst. 3-----Scotty Porter 


   Asst. 4-----Anthony Lynch


   Asst. 5-----Tony Waite


2nd Prayer---Grant Hicks


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Lloyd Jackson


Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---George Wilcox


Read Scripture---Steven Tramell


Song Leader---Preston Jackson


2ed Prayer-----Dustin Adams


Sermon----Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper—Garrett Douthitt


Announcements—Lloyd Jackson


Closing Prayer---Kai Burk 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Kaleb Keenan


 Invitation---Anthony Lynch 


 Closing Prayer---Seth Harward


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














